ENG 235: Creative Nonﬁction
Spring 2010
Cedar Crest College
TThoro- 1045 am.
AlLHz2i2

Fromcessor Mary H Sngder

Hartzcl Ha“ 220

Office hours: T Th i-2 p.m., or bg aPPointment
FPhone: 6104374471, x448% (office)

[ mail: mhsnyder@cedarcrest.edu or

mcrre727@aol.com

This course is a worksl’xop in writing creative nonfiction. Ourgoals in this course include lcaming and
dcvcloping skills as writers; rcading arange of nonfiction, and |carning tecl‘miques from the various rcaclings;
imProving our abili’qj to analgze and critique written prose; and gaining exPerience in ecliting and revising our own
work. T he rcadings will show you many Possibilitics Forgour own work, and Jll urge you to try writing in different
st\zjles and forms cluring the semester. You will sPencl agreat deal of time c{iscussing and revising your work—in

grouP WOrl(Sl‘IOPS and in COHFCFCHCC Wlth me.

Tcxts
Gutkind, | ee, ed. /Jn [Fact: 7_/76 Pest O[Crcatfve Nontiction. New York: W.W. Norton & Compang, 2005.

Miller, Brenda and Suzanne FPaola. 7—6///1’5/317{’: Wr/flhgandﬁﬁapl}zg Crcativc Nonfiction. New York:
McGraw Hi”, 2005.

T hiel, Diane. V[//}va//}ngoads: [ xercises in Wr/t/ng Creative Nonfiction. New York: Pearson [ ducation,
]nc., 2008.

Thomas, A}Jigail. A 777rcc‘ Dog[u/fc. New Yorl<: Harcourt, ]nc., 2006.

Coursc DcscriPtion: Eng]ish 2%5 focuses on the process of writing complcte works of nonfiction through
intensive writing Practice and tlﬁrougl’l focused critical assessment. Assessment will be done in the writing
workshop format, requiring cach student to evaluate assigned/submittcd works in writing Prior to whole-class
discussion. Students will read the work of Frequently Pub!ishcc{ writers as well as that of their peers. T he role of
the instructor is to assign reaclings and writing exercises that strengthen the student writer’s !(now|eclge of and
Facility with tcc}miqucs for creating effective nonfiction; to guidc workshop discussion of written work in a
manner that will benefit both the writer of the work at hand and the other writers present; to define and explain

imPortant elements of nonfiction writing and the writing process; and to evaluate the Perpormancc of students as


mailto:mhsnyder@cedarcrest.edu
mailto:merre727@aol.com

cleveIoPing writers, as critical readers, as focused and responsible worlcsl'xop Participants, and as members of a

mutua”g suPPortive community of writers.

Course Outcomes, Objectivcs, and Asscssment;

E_nglish 235, Nonfiction Writiﬂg is designcd to facilitate the Fo”owing educational outcomes:
o Students will demonstrate nonfiction writing abi!it3
e  Students will demonstrate close reading and analytical/critical thinking skills
o Students will demonstrate the abilit3 to revise/edit written work

e  Students will demonstrate know]cclge of basic writing and Iiterary terms

T o attain these outcomes, E_nglish 2%5 pursues the Fo”owing course obj'ectivcs:
o Atthe completion of this course, students will be able to write complete works of nonfiction in various
modes
o Students will be able to analgzc and critica”g evaluate comP|ctecl works of nonfiction writing and to
Provic{e suggestions for imProving them

e Students will be able to devise their own aPProachcs to the tcac}‘ning of nonfiction writing

E_nglis!‘) 235 achieves its intended educational outcomes throug}‘w the Fo”owing forms of assessment:

o Students will demonstrate their nonfiction writing abilities tl’xrougl’x the comP|ction of writing exercises
and the writing of comP!ete works of nonfiction in various modes

e Students will demonstrate close rcading and analytfcal/critical thinking skills tl‘nrougl‘n written and oral
assessment of works written b\zj established writers and 53 their workshop peers

e Students will demonstrate the abih’ty to revise,/edit written work througl’x written and oral assessment
of works written by established writers and 133 their workshop peers

o Students will demonstrate know]ec{ge of basic writing and Iiterarg terms tl’xrough written and oral

assessment of works written bg established writers and bg their workshop peers

Classroom Frotocol: As this class depcnds on collaborative effort, 'l expect you to be active]5 involved in
discussions, to come to class Prepared, and to formulate questions and ideas about the readings. You will be
requirccl to Participatc in discussions, in workshops, and in s!’raring your work; your Participation W]LL affect
5ourgracle (see below). Also, J'll expect you to respect your peers, whether c{iscussing their creative work or

theirideas about writing. Anaf Jet me be very clear: no cell P/ronc, [aptolo, or /ntcmct use ~or any tcc/rno/oglba/

item use for that matter ~ c/unhg class, or / will ask gou to Jeave.

Attendance: Sfmplg put, you are expectec{ to attend and Participate in each class meeting. Thereisno
distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” absences. I]Cgou miss a class, you remain rcsPonsiblc for the

material covered. Missing more than 1,/4 of the class meetings (4 classes in a semester) will result in a final gracle

of I ycrﬂ imEortant: DO NOT miss a worksl‘vop class. H: you clo, you will need a mgood reason.

Class Cancc"ation: l]C Ceclar Crest’s campus is open, you should exPect our class meetings to be held. ]F

troublesome weather threatens to close the campus and thus cancel c|ass, howcver, you should refer to Cedar



(Crest’s |nclement \Weather [Jotline at 6 10-606-4629 for notification. |f | cancel class indepen&entb of the

campus closing, due to weather or for other reasons, ] will send a class-wide email to your Ccc{ar Crest account.

Co"ege Folicy charding Learning Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities who may need
academic accommodations should discuss these needs with their Prolcessors cluring the first two weeks of class.

Students with disabilities who wish to request accommodations should contact the Learning Center.

My Folicg charcling Late Assignmcnts: IDONOT accept late assignments. |f you exPerience
extenuating circumstances that prevent you from comPleting an assignment on time, you will need to have
documentation of that circumstance and | reserve the riglﬁt to make my decision. [fitis an extenuating
circumstance, you have 24 hours past the due date to hand in the assignment, both through email and a hard
copy. T hus, no late assignments will be acccptcc{ unless proper documentation of an extenuating circumstance

is Provic’ec{ and aPProved by me, and then only }35 getting the late assignment to me, both through email and hard

copy, within 24 hours of the due date. A Pcnaltg forlateness will aPPIﬂ‘ Again, very imPortant: You must pass
out your work when you’rc scheduled to pass it out, and you must show up 1Cor workshops. l]cyou can’t make it to
class to hand out your work, have a friend do it for you, or clroP it off ahead of time for me to pass out, There
wi” bea Pcnaltg. Wor‘(shop classes must be attended.

My Folicg charding Email: | will not accept writing assignments over email, cspcciallg due to the new version
of Microsoft. A|so, ] will onlg responc{ to emails that ] deem necessary to do so. ] recommend that you bring any

concerns or qucstions to me }JcFore/aFtcr class or cluring my office hours.

Grading

Midterm exam (20%) - On reac{ing, inc|uding memoir, up to the time of the exam.

Final Eor’cgolio (50%) - You will write, wori(shop, and revise three creative nonfiction writing assignments. Youll
receive a “’cemporary” gracle from me, and then a Porhcolio grac{c at the end of the semester, after revising all
three assignments and handing theminasa Portucolio. You will need to include your origina| draft and 3oumcinal
draft of each writing assignment. The Porhcolio gra&c is worth 50% of 9ourmcinal grac{c‘

F’articigation (»0%) - This will include 3ourjouma1 entry foreach class, and any in-class writing and assigned

writing exercises (which may or may not be shared/collected). |n-class Par‘ticipation will be evaluated as follows:

A Kegular!g demonstrates excellent Preparation: has clcarly read the assigncd material and
thoughtgu“g considered any suggestccl questions, etc. Brings origina| tl’xougl’rt and Pcrspcctivc
to discussion, making signhcicant contributions that exPanc{ and extend our collective
understanc{ing and aPPreciation of the written work. | istens attentivelg to other class members
and instructor and rcsponds constructivcly. Maintains active involvement throughout the
semester.

b chularlg contributes to class discussions and has clearly read the assigncd material,
consiclering any suggested questions, etc. Brings original tl’xouglﬂt and Perspective to
discussion. | istens attentfve!g to other class members and instructor. Maintains consistent

ongoing involvement throughout the semester.



C (Contributions to discussion show that the assignecl materials have been read. | istens
attcntivc]g to other class members and instructor. | evel of involvement variable, but can
contribute when called upon.

D Doesn't often contribute without being called upon. Completion of assigncd rcac{ing
sometimes in doubt. | evel of involvement consistently unsatisgactorﬂ.

F Does not contribute to discussion unless called upon. (Contributions when called upon

indicate that assigﬂed materials have not been read.

**Workshop Frotocol: Agood Portion of our class time will be devoted to group discussion OFHOUF works-in-
progress. T his discussion will cover all aspects of the work—content, form, strategy, tec}mique,
Ianguage, etc. [T ach olcgou will submit drafts olcgour essays several times during the course. |t will be
your responsibilitg to make copies of your work and distribute them to the class B FORE your
workshop session. Note: thn you receive someone else’s work to critiquc for workshop, Plcasc mark
up the manuscﬁpt to Point out Problcmatic or Praiscworthy writing, and then type a detailed (onc full
Pagc) response to the author, which 30u’" return to her with the manuscriPt. l will 5Pcci{:3 the guidclincs

for this critical response.

Assignmcnt/Worl(shoP Schedule

T i/19: |ntroductions, sg”abus, in—classjournal entry (to be done for each class after this one — will be
checked at the beginning of class)

Tl’r 1/21: [/V/nc//ng/foac/5~ |ntroduction PP- P-4, Bcginning: Points of ]nsPiration, PP 7-17
Reac{ing Assignment (handout)

T 1,26 [/[//na//n‘gKoaafs, Essaysz “Biograph\zj of a Dress” (P 209) — bring an old snapshot of

yourscw to use for writing about goursel]c in class

Thi2s: [/[/l'na//n‘gKoads, Essaysz “Making the T ruth Pelievable” (P 267)

T 2/2: 7 el [t Slant - |ntroduction, PP vii~xi/Uneart}1ing Your Material, pp- 1-70

|nformal writing assignment due
Th2/4 [/V/nc//ngKoac/s, Part T wo - Deve!opfng Your (raft and Tecl’mique, pp-21-79
T 2/9: Tc///t5/3/7t~ Chaptcr 12,pp. 135-150, “The Basics of Good Writing in Al’l\lj Form”

Essags: “Nother Tongue” (P 241 — thﬁgKoads)
[ xercises: | hink of a scene for [ x. 2, p- 148 ( Tc///tﬁ/anf) which we will do in class



Tha/11: 7 el e Shant - Cl’lapter 9,“T he Personal Essag,” pp-21-1 O‘f/ChaPter 10, T he Lyric
E_ssay,” PP 105-115
Writing Assignment #1 handed out

T 2/16: [ ssay: “Shunned” <P‘ 49 — [n Fact)
Th2/18: [ ssay: “T hree SPheres” (p-3 /o [ach
T 2/2%. [ ssay: handout

Th2/25: Whriting Assignment # 1 due with copies

T el Jt Shant - Chaptcr 14, <] he \/\/riting Group” -p- 61-168
T 3/2: WORKSHOF #1 (GrouPs i and Z), critiques of peers’ essays due
Ths/4 WORKSHOF #1 (GrouPs 3 and 4—), critiques of peers’ essays due

Sprine; Break ~ Read 4 Three Dog [_/fcl

T 3/16: Midterm [T xam (on reading up to this Point, inc[udingA 7 hree Dog[_/}[e)

Th 5,/18: Discuss 4 T/zr@e Dog[ﬁ/}[e
Writing Assignmcnt #2 handed out

T 3/2%: [ ssay: « Joe StoPPecl By (P. %07 — Jn Fact

Th»/25: [ ssay: “Inthe Woods” (p. 318 ~ /n [act)

T 3/30: Essay: «Sam Pedi” (p331 ~ /n [ach)

Th4/1: Whriting Assignment #2 due with copies

T 4/6: WORKSHOF #2 (Groups 3 and 4), critiques of peers’ essays due

Th4/s: WORKSHOF #2 (Groups 1 and 2), critiques of peers’ essays due

T4/13: ] ell e Slant~ Chapter 11, T he Basics of Personal Reportage,” pp. 117-132

Essay: Jn [act- “Looking at | mmit TilP (P 24)
Writing Assignment #% handed out

Th4/15: Essay: Jn Fact—“Notes from a Difficult Case” (P. 226)



T 4/20: No class
Th4/22: No class ~ [~ mail Writing Assignment #3 to group members and me by NOON
T 427 WORKSHOF #3 (Groups 1 and 3), critiques of peers’ essays due
Th4/29: WORK.SHOF #» (Groups 2 and 4), critiques of peers’ essays due
T 5/4 REVISION DISCUSSION (set up revision conferences)
Winding Roads — Chapter 17, “Revision,” pp. 83-96; T el [t Slant - Chapter 13, T he

Writing Frocess and Revision,” pp- ! 51-160
I xercises: [/V/na//n‘gKoads ~x 1, p- 90; Tell [t Slant - x. 3, pp- 1591 60

Final Forhcolio due }35 5:00 p.m. on Fr[’&ag, 5/7/10,inmy office (Hartzel Hall 220).



